Svanda ¢i $vanda?

Jméno strakonického dudaka inspirovalo i mistni spolky. Od roku 1996
ma strakonicky Junak své Stredisko Svanda dudak. V roce 1998 zalozili
mladf strakoniéti muzikanti kapelu a nazvali ji Svandova dudacka mu-
zika. Podivame-li se' mimo Strakonice, miZeme po Cechach najit hned
nékolik restauraci i kavarnu pojmenované po dudaku Svandovi.
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Schwanda or schwanda?

The character of bagpiper Schwanda is often associated with the expres-
sion for having fun. But what came first - bagpiper Schwanda or schwanda
meaning fun? Researchers have not yet agreed on this, and there are sup-
porters of both theories.

We can see the name Schwanda in various places. In Strakonice, there is a
street named after Schwanda the Bagpiper. We can enjoy the pork medal-
lions of Schwanda the Bagpiper and wash them down with a pale draught
beer named Schwanda.

The name of the Strakonice piper also inspired the local associations. Since
1996, the scout club of Strakonice has had a centre named after bagpiper
Schwanda. In 1998, a group of young musicians from Strakonice founded
aband and called it Schwanda'’s Bagpipe Music. If you look outside Strako-
nice, you'll find several restaurants and even a café named after bagpiper
Schwanda in Bohemia.

The humorous Bagpiper Schwanda magazine, published in 1882-1914 and
1924-1930, is also worth mentioning. Moreover, an advertising supplement
called Schwanda's bagpipes was introduced in 1886. The cover was created
by Mikol&s Ales. And the civil calendar at the beginning of the 20th century
was also named after Bagpiper Schwanda.

The original name of the village Virt, located west of Strakonice, was Vir-
toves (Wirtowes, Wirthsdorf), or Virt’s Village. The settlement was founded
in around 1782 at the place of an old manor. The village has never been an
independent municipality. Now it belongs to the town of Strakonice.
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